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about 35 per cent., while the Kama, not a very long river,
but of immense importance as a link between the industries
of the Urals and the Volga, takes about 15 per cent. The
position of the Siberian rivers is illustrated by the fact that
they deal with 7 per cent, of the total freight turnover of the
Soviet Union. The greater part of this amount is concentrated
in Western Siberia and on the river Amur. The Yenessei
carries between 400,000 and 500,000 tons of cargo each year,
the Selenga 200,000, and the Lena more than 100,000. (All
the figures in this paragraph refer to 1935.-)
The Dnieper navigation has been revived following the
elimination of the rapids and the deepening of the channel
as a result of the construction of the Dnieper power station.
About 6 per cent, of the cargoes carried by the Soviet inland
waterways passed along the Dnieper in 1935. A similar
amount was carried along the river Oka, between Moscow
and the Volga. But since the opening of the Moscow-Volga
Canal the traffic has greatly increased.
The only other river to carry more than 0*5 per cent, of the
total river traffic is, surprisingly enough, the Amu Darya,
which took more than 300,000 tons of freight in 1935.
The northern rivers are used largely for the movement of
timber. In the Northern Region (European Russia), for
example, more than two-thirds of the freight turnover consists
of wood. Nine million tons are transported annually, a
greater quantity than that of any other single commodity on
any other Soviet waterway. The North Dvina is the most
important of the timber-carrying rivers of the north. Large
amounts are also shipped down the Volga and the Dnieper
rivers.
The lower Volga is as valuable for the transport of oil and
petroleum products as the northern rivers are for the transport
of timber. Two-thirds of the cargoes (by weight) of the ships
which ply between the Caspian Sea and Stalingrad consist of
crude oil, petroleum, etc.
Mineral ores and building materials make up a considerable
proportion of the goods shipped along the Volga, the Dnieper,
and the rivers of the north-west. Large quantities of grain